[5]

measure relv, the commirtee have supposed it possible,
that as the first clause of the eighth section of the first
article of the Constitution, is considered as affording
power to affect the purpo-e of every l:xritudinnrian, when
he can find no other clagse up-o whi-h to rest himselfe—
that-this is the part of the Constiturion now resorted to,

This section provides, *“That Congress shall have power,
first, to levy and collect 1axes, duties, iraposts and excl-
sc&; to pav the d- bts and provide for the common defence
and general welfare of the U-ited States: lut 4]) duties
and excises shail be unifors throughout the United
States.”™  Now if the words “reneral welfure, ” afford
the power in ‘question, then it affds power to do any
act, which in the opinion of 2 majority of Congress,
would promote the general welfare; apd f this doctrine
be correct, then all other parts of the constitution which
declare the power that Con.ress shall Pssess, are worse
thar: uscless, If there be any room for construction as
to this clause, we casnot suppose that these words were
intended to mean more than to give Congress tull and
tomplete power over the subjects in that clayse mention-
ed. It seems to the committee, that no other construce
tion can be given to the words in question, without giving
to Congress almost unlimited power, Y gr committee
entirely concur in the feport made to the Legislature of
Georgia, when it said, :

“That if the question of power is to be determined by
construction, i1t is manifest on the face »f the Constity-
tien itself, that the Convention intended to prohibit Con-
ress from the exercise of such power; for if the view
before taken, does not prove this position to be correct,
hat portion of the Constitution which apportions repre-
entation and taxation, and cistinctly recognizes the right
f property, in that descriptivn of population upon which
¢ rxercise of this power js intended to operate, clearly

at no power was given to Congress to interfere
1s species of property. It is very far from the
his committee, to attempt to restrict in any man-
ery the effores of individuals, in support ot that society;
5 to the interference of Government to which they ob.
¢t. They seriously apprehend that if this step be ta.
e, the next proposition wil be, that Government shal]
ke the colony under jts protection; and then 1wt will e
1ged, that Congress shoul d appropriate money for the
rpose of purchasing slaves, liberating and transporting
tm to that colony., They are not uamindful of the pro-
€8s of public sentiment og this subject; nor will they




